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began in 1947 and its first class graduated in 
1950. Also in 1950 both the Utica and Marcy 
schools began to emoll their student nurses in pro
grams at Utica College. 

The Department of Mental Hygiene began to 
phase out all schools of nursing in the mental 
hygiene system and the Utica State Hospital school 
held its last graduation exercise in May, 1975 

The Marcy State Hospital School of Nursing 
held its last graduation exercise on May 28, 
1978. A total of 1,472 nurses graduated from 
both schools and this culminated 86 years of 
nursing education at the two schools of nursing. 

Continuing to Serve 
The theme of this publication being the re

opening of "Old Main," space does not allow 
for a detailed update on all of the other build
ings, but since 1993 the Mohawk Valley Psy
chiatric Center campus has been the scene of 
both continuity and change, continuing to serve 

the mentally ill while evolving to provide new 
community services in the existing buildings. 
1\vo of the oldest structures are, in fact, still in 
use. The Mechanical Stores building, erected 
in 1850, houses work control and maintenance 
functions. The Safety Department Building, put 
up in 1857 as a safety and firehouse center, is 
used by the New York State Police. 
The Walcott House, constructed in 1892, con

tinues to house the McPike Alcoholism Treat
ment Center. Hutchings Hall, built in 1937, to
day is the West Utica home of the Boys and Girls 
Club, complete with a gymnasium and stage 
area for sports and recreational events. Other 
groups now occupying buildings on the cam
pus include the York Street Clinic, Evergreen 
Industries, the Pinefield Children and Youth 
Unit and several Adult Crisis Residence opera
tions. The campus power plant and vehicles 
garage also remain in use. Noticeably vacant is 
the Brigham building, at the comer of York and 

Noyes streets, which served as an acute-care fa
cility for patients until the early 1990s. 

New Life for "Old Main" 
"Old Main" (Building #31) remains by far 

the most significant structure on campus. Even 
after its closing - and time and the elements 
had taken their toll - this magnificent ex
ample of Greek Revival design continued to be 
appreciated by many for both its architectural 
and historic importance. In 1991 the farsight
edness of then State Senator James H. Donovan, 
with the active encouragement of the Land
marks Society, resulted in the funding of some 
renovation projects, including the installation of 
a new roof, which stabilized the structure and 
prevented further deterioration. The work in
cluded removal of the metal roof and deterio
rated wooden deck and eaves. A new rubber roof 
and Yankee gutters were installed and the 
wooden eaves were rebuilt. In addition, the 












